Chopin/Didion/Oates Creative Non-fiction Socratic Seminar
1. Regarding the title of Didion's story, "Some Dreamers of the Golden Dream," who are the "dreamers" in the story? How does the title hint at a larger social commentary, even before you have read the story?

2. In Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?", why are there two parts to the question? Have your parents ever asked you this question? Is it important?

3.  Discuss Didion's treatment of Lucille Miller: How is Lucille Miller portrayed in the story? How does Didion's journalistic style of writing give a variety of information about her? What different points of view does Didion use to provide a variety of information about Lucille Miller? What is Didion's purpose for doing this?
4. In Oates' story, consider the role of each of these elements --society, the parents, and the individual. Briefly describe how Oates portrays each of them. What is the nature of their relationship (i.e. how do they interact, or fit together)?
5. Which of the three elements above is most to blame for Connie’s demise?  (If you decide that Arnold himself is the key factor, then treat him as an element of society).

6. Based on both Oates' story and its dedication to Bob Dylan, what is Oates trying to suggest about the effect of popular music on teens? Society? 
7. Compare Oates' story to the article “Charles Schmid: The Pied Piper of Tucson." Discuss why Oates may have changed certain details in her story version.
8. Both Didion's and Oates' stories address certain social and cultural themes. Didion comments on adult culture and Oates on teen culture. Are the themes still relevant today? How and why?
9. Compare Chopin, Oates' and Didions' stories by discussing the following ideas:


a) Appearance vs. Reality


b) Identity and Search for Self


c) Victim and Victimization


d) Alternative views of modern American culture


e) Disintegration of family


f) The illusory nature of the American Dream; the transformation of the


American Dream

10. What is the most important part of each story? Explain your answer.

